
Katherine Water Advisory Committee 
Meeting Record 2 

29 March 2017 – 9.00am 
Paterson Room, Katherine Research Station 

 
 
Members Present 
Marie Piccone Chair 
Liam Golding Proxy for Allister Andrews, Jawoyn Association 
Peter Marks Horticulturalist, Water Extraction Licence Holder 
Peter Rix Quintis Corporation, Water Extraction Licence 

Holder 
Steven Rose Alderman, Katherine Town Council 
Warren De With Amateur Fisherman’s Association of the NT 
Mick Jerram Tourism Representative 
 
 
Members Absent  
Charmaine Roth Community member 
Rick Fletcher Northern Land Council 
Neal Adamson Department of Defence 
Shane Papworth Power and Water Corporation, 
Alison King Aquatic Ecologist, CDU 
Samantha Sing Proxy for Marie Allen, Wardaman IPA 
 
 
Advisors Present 
Joanne Townsend A/Chief Executive Officer, DENR 
Gabby Yates Water Planner, DENR 
Robbie Henderson Water Planner, DENR 
Liza Schenkel Community Engagement, DENR 
 
Observers 
Pru Ducey Minutes, DENR 
  



Meeting Opened 9.10am 
 
 
1. Opening and Introduction from the Chair   Marie Piccone (Chair) 
 

 The Chair welcomed those present, and advised the Group would be 
discussing the draft Strategic Indigenous Reserve Policy and whether the 
Committee will put in a submission from the group.  

 
 
2. Discuss Minutes from previous meeting and update from Gabby on action 

Items 
 Deferred to next meeting 
 
 

3. SIR Policy Discussion Paper    (Robbie Henderson, DENR) 
 

Agreed in-principle that Water Allocation Plans should include a Strategic Indigenous 
Reserve. 

Agreed that the overarching objective for including Strategic Indigenous Reserves is 
Water Allocation Plans should be to encourage and enable opportunities for 
Aboriginal economic development. 

Agreed that the same rules that apply to existing licences should apply to persons 
wishing to use water from the Strategic Indigenous Reserve. 

Agreed that water entitlements tagged to the Strategic Indigenous Reserve should 
be able to be traded but sought further explanation of the terms ‘perpetuity’ and 
‘temporary trade’. 

Agreed with SIR’s being set as a notional volume of water in a WAP area where the 
Consumptive Pool is fully allocated, that will be prioritised for the return of water 
entitlements if licences are surrendered or amended or revoked through unused 
water policy (use it or lose it). 

Queried what Security Level licences from the Strategic Indigenous Reserve could 
be issued with, and how this would work in a fully allocated system where water 
allocations were being recouped to furnish the notional Strategic Indigenous Reserve 
volume. The Committee agreed that existing users of water should not be 
disadvantaged (e.g. the reliabilities of existing licenced water users should not be 
reduced). 

The Committee considered that finding a one size fits all method for determining the 
volume of the Strategic Indigenous Reserve might not work. For example, in the 
region of the Tindall Limestone Aquifer, Katherine, there is a small proportion of 
Aboriginal Land relative to land held by other interests. However, there is a large 
proportion of the population who identify as Aboriginal and there also may be a 
variety of opportunities for Indigenous economic development because Katherine is 
a regional centre.  

 The Committee agreed that using methods based on population, need, 
disadvantage or aspiration may be difficult because they are less transparent, 



subjective, and more open to fluctuation and change relative to determining 
the volume based on land tenure area.  

 The Committee discussed a possible one-sized fits all method for determining 
SIR volume whereby in WAP areas with a small proportion of Aboriginal Land 
(below some defined percentage threshold), the SIR volume is set as a fixed 
percentage of the Consumptive Pool, whilst in areas where there is a higher 
proportion of Aboriginal Land (above the defined percentage threshold), the 
SIR volume is set to be the same percentage as the land area percentage. 

The Committee agreed that the measure of success of a Strategic Indigenous 
Reserve should be the utilisation of water in the reserve. The Committee encouraged 
the Department to ensure that there is work across Government to build capacity for 
the water to be utilised. In addition, the Committee commented that the means of 
administering and accessing the SIR must be as simple and transparent as possible 
to ensure barriers to the reserve being utilised are minimised. 

The Committee requested further information on who would hold the reserve and 
administer access to the reserve. The holder of the reserve is the government of the 
Northern Territory (as all water is vested in the Crown) and the Controller of Water 
Resources administers access to the reserve, just as with all other water access 
entitlements. However, in the case of the Strategic Indigenous Reserve, an 
additional entity will be involved. For example, if a third party wishes to apply for a 
water extraction licence and wishes to use water from the Strategic Indigenous 
Reserve, they will need to negotiate consent from the beneficiaries of that reserve. 
The Committee commented that they need more information about who this would 
be and what processes might be in place to facilitate this negotiation. 

 
 

Meeting Closed 11.35am 

 


