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Ti-Tree 
Water Advisory Committee 
 

MEETING No. 7 
10.30am – 3pm, 25 June 2019  

Central Desert Regional Council office 
meeting room, Anmatjere (Ti Tree) 

 

Minutes 
Meeting commenced 10:40 am 
 
TTWAC Attendees: Bill Low (Chair), Adam Davis (P&W), Willy Lane, Angela Purvis (proxy for Laurie Purvis), 
Sarah Cook, Rodney Baird and Kate Peake (proxy for Vin Lange) 
DENR staff: Robbie Henderson (Water planner, Planning and Engagement), Tim Bond (Director, Planning and 
Engagement), Adrian Tomlinson (Water planner, Planning and Engagement) 
Apologies: Dan Pepperill, Robyn Grey-Gardner, Mitch Jones.   
Absent: Nil 

 
1. Welcome & opening matters 
 
Bill Low (Chair) welcomed members.  Bill noted that there had been a long break since the last meeting.  In that 
time the plan has been released for comment and submissions have been received.  The Committee’s main role 
in this meeting is to assess DENR’s assessment of the submissions and provide advice and comments for 
consideration in finalising the plan. The meeting was only open to members and their proxies.  This is necessary 
as submissions are to be considered and so deliberations should be private. 
 
The minutes from TTWAC meeting #6 were reviewed.  Robbie advised that the minutes had been circulated 
and comments received already.   
 
Resolution 
Minutes from TTWAC#6 accepted  
 
Tim Bond recapped the previous meeting.  The focus of that meeting was on groundwater dependent 
ecosystem (GDE) requirements with a presentation by Peter Cook. At the meeting Peter had confirmed that 
there was evidence for GDEs in the shallow groundwater areas and that GDEs were likely to be more 
widespread than the modelling work Dale Cobban had presented.  He indicated their ability to access 
groundwater related to groundwater depth (typically less than 15m); the rate of drawdown (20 cm per year 
in Western Australia was found to be the maximum rate of root growth) and absolute drawdown of no more 
than a 50% increase from the pre-pumping depth to groundwater.  At that meeting the Committee endorsed 
the 10 recommendations in the report by Cook and Eamus. 
 
The outcome of the discussion at the last meeting was the establishment of a Groundwater Dependent 
Ecosystem Protection Area in the plan where the depth to groundwater was less than 20m.  This covers the 
Northern zone and the northern third of the Southern zone. This gives a heads up that licence applications need 
to consider potential impacts on GDEs and monitor them. 
 
The previous meeting also considered members’ written submissions on the working draft and Robbie also gave 
feedback on advice as to whether water could be set aside in a plan for a particular property.  This had been a 
source of delay for the plan.  The advice received was that water couldn’t be set aside in the plan in this way.  
The only way to secure water was via an extraction licence.  
 
Confirmation of Agenda 
The agenda was agreed.  Bill emphasised that the main business of the meeting was the consideration of the 
submissions and advice to DENR on the response to submissions.  
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2. Public submissions and response 

The Committee worked through the detailed assessment of submissions in Annex 7 of the consultation 
report.  Issues were dealt with in groups by topic.  The Committee’s resolutions are provided in Table 1 
(record of resolutions).  The committee’s commentary on each group of topics is summarised below. 

Record of commentary 

Issues 1 – 3 (plan objectives) 

The water planner advised that objectives had been considered in previous meetings by the committee and 
supported.  While the objectives are not hierarchical, the order of objectives and slight wording changes have 
been made to emphasise the focus on making water allocations available where other constraints can be 
met. They are considered to meet SMART criteria for goals (i.e. Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, 
and Timely).  The objectives mirror national standards by meeting the National Water Initiative. 

It was commented that reading the document is arduous and the plan should have in mind the eventual readers 
who are often members of the public interested in economic activity.  To this extent the objectives should be 
precise and simple, weighted toward the purpose of water allocation (relates to point 25) and reflective of local 
considerations.   
 
Robbie advised that the plan was intended to be neutral.  Tim responded that plans were statutory documents 
with competing pressures to withstand legal scrutiny and give guidance to water users.  The key points/executive 
summary has been designed to step users through the key parts of the document and the text would be 
reviewed to ensure it directed readers to the key parts of the plan.  Tim acknowledged that it would be desirable 
to better capture the local context. As the current objectives had been worked out with the committee and met 
the essential requirements they would be retained in the plan with the comment noted.  

ACTION 

Revisit WAP “key points” to be clear in how the WAP applies the NTWAPF and direct users to the important 
parts of the plan by cross referencing. 

Issue 4 (Mining not exempt) 

It was noted that 1,450 ML/year has been set aside in the plan for pit dewatering subject to a mine management 
plan as this use would not be subject to extraction licensing. It was agreed that as the mining management plan 
was not in place this would be removed.  

Issue 5 (Water monitoring) 

The current lack of groundwater monitoring was discussed.  Robbie advised that steps had been taken to re-
instigate groundwater monitoring and the plan also recommended groundwater monitoring.  The committee 
emphasised that monitoring was essential to managing the system and to validate the plan’s recommendations.  
It was also commented that monitoring required as a licence condition could help share the monitoring load. 

Issues 6 - 7 (Water allocations) 

Issues discussed elsewhere. Refer resolutions. 

Issues 8 - 13 (Estimated sustainable yield (ESY)) 

A member commented that the evidence base for the ESY should be the previous plans rather than the new 
modelling as this was supported by historical groundwater monitoring.  Robbie advised that the new modelling 
was calibrated against the earlier monitoring and represented the best available evidence. 
 
In relation to Issue 11 it was commented that the term “estimated sustainable yield” is confusing and a different 
term such as maximum allowable yield would be better.  Tim advised that this could be considered in the water 
regulatory reform process, however the current terminology relates to current legislation and so a change now 
is not appropriate. 
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It was queried whether, given the pattern of historical underuse, the ESY could be increased beyond 100% of 
recharge.  Tim advised that it was more appropriate that the unused water policy be applied.  The Water Planner 
commented that ESY should be based on the physical system and not demand.  
 
Tim noted that the historical underuse means that extraction at the level of the proposed ESY has not previously 
occurred.  This makes it particularly important to stay within the model’s estimation of 100% of recharge.  An 
additional increase the ESY would also cause the reliability of existing licences to reduced, especially as the 
extent of GDEs is still being investigated.  The ESY could be reviewed at the plan review when information on 
the effects of extraction at the ESY and better GDE and cultural values information was available. 
 
It was queried what the market value of water would be in Ti Tree.  Tim advised there was not an established 
market and value normally depends on the parcel of water proposed to be traded i.e. volume and period of 
time.  Ultimately the value of water is its value to the parties involved.  
 
The water planner noted that the plan makes a nominal allocation to the environment from the ESY as this a 
requirement of the Water Act. 

Issue 14 (Traditional owner/ranger participation in monitoring) 

Refer resolution 

Issues 15 to 17 (Protection of GDEs) 

The water planner advised that the plan recommends more nuanced monitoring focused on observing effects 
near GDEs and ecosystem health monitoring. 

Issue 18 (Overall consistency in planning and trade) 

These sections had been tidied up to match the Western Davenport Water Allocation Plan.  There remain small 
differences in respect to beneficial uses which reflect recent changes to the Water Act 1992. 

Issue 19 (Water reform and plan currency) 

It was questioned whether the WAP should wait for additional Water Act 1992 reforms.  It was advised that a 
plan needs to be in place to enable water licensing processes to occur especially water trading.  The plan involves 
periodic review and contains adaptive management clauses to incorporate changes.  It was noted that legislative 
changes often include clauses to deal with any legacy issues. 

Issue 20 (Licensing triggers be reflected in the plan) 

It was discussed that the plan describes general principles for setting triggers and licences give local effect to 
these. 

Issue 21 (Licensing and traditional owner (TO) consultation) 

It was queried why Notice of Intents (NOIs) for extraction licenses should be referred to the Central Land Council 
on behalf of TOs.  The water planner noted neighbours are already consulted and the extension to TOs is 
consistent, however their response must be within the 30 day statutory time limits.  In discussion it was noted 
that the requirement for TO consultation was formal in respect to AAPA sites, and rights for native title holders.  
The Chair commented that recent changes by the Environmental Protection Authority highlighted the necessity 
for consultation with TOs. 
 
It was advised that NT Farmers would also be interested to receive NOI referrals.  It was agreed that a register 
of interested parties for the TTWCD should be established.  These parties should be advised when NOIs are 
advertised. 

Issue 22, 23 (Unused water and “first in first served” policy) 

Limited discussion - refer resolutions 
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Issue 24 (Climate change) 

The committee acknowledged advice that climate change models may be unable to give clear guidance in arid 
zones.  It advised that the WAP review should consider actual climate conditions as they happen. 

Issue 25 (Tone of the plan) 

It was advised that from a groundwater user’s perspective, the plan seems focused on protection and not 
allocation of water.  Robbie commented that he felt the plan was neutral and noted that the plan objectives had 
been reorganised to emphasise the importance of making water allocations available within the guidelines of 
the Northern Territory Water Allocation Planning Framework. 

Issue 26 (Water policy/decision making) 

Refer resolution. 

Issue 27 (Plan accessibility) 

In respect to communication of the plan in other languages the water planner advised that DENR lacked the 
resources to do this at present.  It would look to opportunities to develop communication products via 
external resources. 
 
Table 1 Record of resolutions 

No. Feedback summary (DENR) DENR Recommendation / 
Response 

Resolution in WAC meeting 

1 Issue: Plan objectives 

Plan reference: Section 2 

Comment: Proposes alternative 
TTWAP objectives 

Comment noted. DENR accepts 
that the suggested alternative 
objectives are reasonable, 
however suggests they are 
already covered by the Plan.   

Recommendation: The high level 
objectives of the Plan to remain 
unchanged from the draft 
versions. No change to TTWAP is 
required. 

Agreed without consensus. 
Committee accepts objectives 
should proceed with comments 
noted 

Redraft summary and key points to 
tell story and key points in relation 
to NTWAPF and links to relevant 
sections in the plan (relates to first 
3 points and section on “tone of 
the WAP”) 

2 Issue: Objectives and water 
management framework 

Plan reference: Section 2 & 6.1 

Comment: Recommendation: 
The objectives of the Ti Tree 
Water Allocation Plan 2019 – 
2029 must include measurable 
outcomes and have a scientific 
basis 

Comment noted and 
supported. DENR suggests the 
TTWAP water management 
framework and scientific basis 
for allocations are adequate 
and already fulfil the 
recommendation. No change 
to TTWAP is required.  

Comment can GWEL 
conditions achieve targets?  

Response WAP can’t direct 
Controller, plan sets limits, if 
Controller adopts limits these 
are triggers for a change 

Note issue of licence is outside 
of scope – plan needs to be 
clear on intent. 

Refer 1 

3 Issue: Plan purpose / objectives 
and scope. 

Comment noted. No broad 
changes required as the Plan 
purpose and scope already 

Refer 1 
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No. Feedback summary (DENR) DENR Recommendation / 
Response 

Resolution in WAC meeting 

Plan reference: Section 2 / 
whole Plan 

Comment: Recommendation: 
The purpose of The Plan should 
mirror standards and objectives 
of water plans nationally 

conforms with national best 
practice in water planning  

4 Issue: Mining not exempt  

Plan reference: 2.1 

Comment: Any mining activity 

should be subject to this water 

allocation plan and associated 

Water Act.  

Recommendation: Comment 
is noted. No change to TTWAP 
is required. 

Position accepted subject to 
removing 1,450 ML/year 
allocation for mining in the low 
yield zone out from Table 10 in 
the draft WAP as the Mine 
Management Plan has not been 
approved by DPIR. (Comment on 
this proposed use is to remain in 
WAP text.) 

5 Issue: Water monitoring 

Plan reference: 3.2, 3.3 & 6.1 

Comment: NT Government must 
invest in water monitoring 
programs for the Ti Tree Aquifer 

Recommendation: Comment 
is noted. The TTWAP already 
includes water monitoring as a 
key action, hence the Plan 
does not require change. 
DENR should commit to 
implement this aspect of the 
Plan as a high priority. No 
change to TTWAP is required. 

WAP recommendation for 
monitoring agreed.  WAC 
emphasised that this needs to 
happen.  Commented that 
groundwater monitoring under 
licence conditions could provide 
valuable information. 

6 Issue: Water allocations 

Plan reference: Section 5.1 

Comment: Available allocation 
for ‘other consumptive beneficial 
uses’, besides the SAWR, should 
be pooled, not allocated to sub-
classes.   

Recommendation: The TTWAP 
allocations have been changed 
to a pooled allocation for 
consumptive uses. The 
Environment, rural stock and 
domestic, and public water 
supply will remain as a 
separate allocations and the 
strategic Aboriginal water 
reserve sub-class will have a 
specific allocation (which is 
notional at this stage). 

Supported 

7 Issue: Water allocations 

Plan reference: Section 5.1 

Comment: Concern regarding 
the Arafura Resources Nolan’s 
Bore project water use.  

Recommendation: no change is 
required to the Plan 

Action: stakeholders should be 
contacted to provide available 
information about proposed 
mine water use and any 
potential impact upon other 
water resources.  

Agreed 

8 Issue: ESY and allocations 

Plan reference: Section 5 & 5.1 

Comment: To achieve any more 
economic development, including 
the development of the Pine Hill 
Blocks, a modest increase is 
required in the consumptive pool 

Comment is noted. ESY should 
continue to be determined using 
objective, evidence based 
criteria.    The ESY section (5.1) is 
updated to provide the logic and 
evidence for setting the ESY    

Generally agreed that the new 
modelling is best available 
information and is being constantly 
updated.   

ESY should be based on the 
resource not demand.  
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No. Feedback summary (DENR) DENR Recommendation / 
Response 

Resolution in WAC meeting 

such as would be available under 
Options B or C in the options 
presented. 

Question on whether ESY should be 
based on 100% of recharge or 
100% of recharge plus 10% 
reduction of storage over 100 
years). Not consensus on the 
approach - DENR will put forward 
current approach (as discussed in 
previous meetings).  The minutes 
will record the Committee’s 
discussion. 

WAP to be updated to better 
reflect the logic for this approach 
refer 1, 11, 12 and 13 

9 Issue: ESY and allocations  

Plan reference: Section 5 & 5.1 

Comment: The plan states that 
the ‘sum of licenced and 
unlicensed water entitlements 
exceeded water allocations for 
consumptive use under this 
plan”, this is a regulatory failure.  

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required. 

Refer 8 

10 Issue: ESY and allocations 

Plan reference: Section 5 & 5.1 

Issue: ESY and allocations 

Plan reference: Section 5 & 5.1 

Comment: There needs to be 
clear enforceable protections 
within the plan to prevent the 
ESY being amended to 
accommodate any potential 
increase in demand for 
horticultural development. 

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required. 

Refer 8 

11 Issue: ESY and allocations 

Plan reference: Section 5 & 5.1 

Comment: (1) Observation that 
the estimated sustainable yield 
has been established at a 
significantly lower level than 
what could be allocated if the 
Plan was to use 80% of storage 
over 100 years (quoting NT water 
allocation framework). 
Suggestion that some storage 
can be used on this basis.  

(2) As above, but also noting that 
extracting storage should be 
permitted as long as impacts to 

Comment noted. The ESY must 
consider the whole of the NT 
Water allocation framework. 
DENR recommends the ESY 
remains within sustainable 
limits.  

The ESY section (5.1) is updated 
to provide the logic and 
evidence for setting the ESY 

Refer 8 
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No. Feedback summary (DENR) DENR Recommendation / 
Response 

Resolution in WAC meeting 

groundwater dependent 
ecosystems are avoided.  

12 Issue: ESY and allocations 

Plan reference: Section 5 & 5.1 

Comment: The plan should not 
allow for the productive base of 
the resource to be depleted. 
There must be a clear 
requirement in the plan that the 
ESY should be based on recharge 
or lower, that is determined 
through an assessment of the 
best available objective science.    
There is a general public 
expectation that total extraction 
limits are based on sustainable 
recharge limits and that this 
amount is enforced under the 
plan. This is necessary for the 
sustainable management of the 
resource and ensuring that the 
interests of future generations 
are not compromised by 
decisions made according to 
short term development 
priorities.   

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted.  

The ESY section (5.1) is updated 
to provide the logic and 
evidence for setting the ESY 

Refer 8 

13 Issue: Changes in ESY / 
allocations between versions of 
TTWAP 

Plan reference: Section 5 & 5.1 

Comment: The total estimated Ti 
Tree Aquifer sustainable yield 
must remain consistent between 
each revision (or ten-year term) 
of the Ti Tree Water Allocation 
Plan. 

Variation between plans 
(versions of TTWAP) in the 
aquifer Storage Capacity, 
Sustainable Yield, Consumptive 
Pool or Zoning should be 
supported by evidence and 
agreed by stakeholders 

Comment is noted.  DENR 
recommends adopting a 
consistent approach to ESY 
determination, but cannot 
guarantee that the TTWAP ESY 
will stay at the same level in the 
future, as it may change 
(increase or decrease) subject to 
improved knowledge of the 
aquifer system or changing 
environmental conditions. No 
change to TTWAP is required. 

Action: A document comparing 
the old TTWAP and the new 
TTWAP will be prepared. 

Refer 8 

14 Issue: TO participation in 
monitoring 

Plan reference: 6.1 

Comment: Recommend 

Involvement of traditional 

owners/native title holders and 

Anmatyerr Rangers in 

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required. DENR needs to put 
effort into implementation, 
particularly as this is a new 
approach for the Southern 
region (has been practiced in the 
Top End). 

Supported. Anmatyerr Kwatj 
Advisory Committee (AKAC) is 
important and rangers should be 
involved. 
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No. Feedback summary (DENR) DENR Recommendation / 
Response 

Resolution in WAC meeting 

environmental monitoring to 

increase awareness and 

engagement in water resource 

management.  

15 Issue: Protection of GDEs   

Plan reference: 6.3 

Comment: The plan 
recommends monitoring sites 
and early warning monitoring 
sites that need to be installed 
and threshold levels developed 
by matching this recorded data 
to GDE outcomes. Submission 
supports this scientific approach 
and calls for these monitoring 
bores to be installed and 
monitored as quickly as possible. 

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. GDE monitoring is a high 
priority under the Plan. No 
change to TTWAP is required. 

Agreed.  Noted that submissions 
sometimes reflect difficulty in 
finding information in the plan and 
every effort should be made to 
make the plan clear. 

16 Issue: Protection of GDEs   

Plan reference: 6.3 

Comment: Groundwater should 
be maintained at an appropriate 
depth based on further research 
in identifying cultural and 
environmental requirements to 
ensure these values are 
protected.  

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required. 

Refer 15 

17 Issue: Protection of GDEs   

Plan reference: 6.3 

Comment: While the plan 
recommends monitoring of 
GDEs, it does not provide 
sufficient detail on how this 
monitoring will be conducted or 
what the trigger levels are. 
Monitoring information on water 
condition and level in key sites 
should be publically available.    

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required. See Table 16 in section 
8.5 

Action:  DENR will make water 
monitoring data publicly 
available.   

Refer 15 

18 Issue: Overall consistency in 
planning & trade 

Plan reference: Whole plan & 
Section 6.4.4 

Comment: Guidelines and 
policies within the Ti Tree Water 
Allocation Plan 2019 – 2029 
should be consistent with other 
water allocation plans in their 
respective regions (Arid & Top 
End). For example: E.g. the 
revised Western Davenport 

Recommendation: DENR make 
minor changes to TTWAP trade 
rules for consistency of 
language. However some trade 
rules will be expressed 
differently in the TTWAP due to 
Water Act 1992 amendments 
that were carried after WDWAP 
was completed.  

Agreed.  Differences to earlier 
plans arising due to Water Act 
change noted. 
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No. Feedback summary (DENR) DENR Recommendation / 
Response 

Resolution in WAC meeting 

Water Allocation Plan 2018-21 
(declared in Dec 2018) includes 
water trading guidelines that are 
different to the Draft TTWAP 

19 

 

 

 

 

Issue: Water reform and Plan 
currency 

Plan reference: 6.4 

Comment: Notes that policy and 
regulatory reform is underway, 
suggests policies are likely to 
impact water allocation plans, 
therefore this Draft Plan should 
be regarded as an Interim Plan 
until overarching government 
policies are finalised.  

Recommendation: No change is 
required to the current TTWAP. 
The TTWAP to be prepared for 
declaration now but be 
prepared for changes to the Act.  
It is reviewed within 5 years and 
a new Plan developed within 10 
years, as per the Water Act 
1992. 

Agreed.  Note comments in 
Minutes. 

20 Issue: Licencing 

Plan reference: 6.4 

Comment: The NT Government 
needs to provide clear 
procedures when applying for 
increases or decreases in licensee 
water 

License renewal procedures need 
to be included in The Plan to 
provide security of tenure. 

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required. Licence application 
procedures are consistent across 
the NT and sit outside of 
individual water allocation 
plans.   

Agreed 

21 Issue: Licencing and TO 
consultation  

Plan reference: 6.4 

Comment: Recommend DENR 
require evidence in water license 
applications that consultation 
with traditional owners/native 
title holders through the CLC 
regarding impacts on cultural 
values has taken place.  

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required.  

Agreed.  Committee requested that 
all legitimate stakeholders should 
be consulted about new extraction 
proposals.  A list of these 
stakeholders in Ti Tree Water 
Control District to be prepared 

22 Issue: Unused water policy  

Plan reference: 6.4.3 & 6.1 

Comment: Need to implement 
the ‘unused water policy’, noting 
the over allocation at plan 
commencement, and the 
unavailability of water for the 
SWR, crown lease land portions 
or for other future 
developments.  

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required. 

Agreed 

23 Issue: “First in first served” 
policy  

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required. 

Agreed 
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No. Feedback summary (DENR) DENR Recommendation / 
Response 

Resolution in WAC meeting 

Plan reference: 6.4 

Comment: The ‘first in first 
served’ policy should be 
abolished in favour of a model 
where applications are assessed 
according to the overall benefits 
to the community.  

Action: Issue to be raised with 
officer involved in water reform. 

24 Issue: Climate change  

Plan reference: 7.1.1 

Comment: Climate change 
projections have not been taken 
into account. This creates a 
potential weakness in the plan 
by making it difficult to adjust 
consumptive limits or licence 
conditions as a result of climate 
projections.  Integrate climate 
change projections into adaptive 
management responses.   

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required. 

Agreed 

25 Issue: ‘Tone’ of the plan 

Plan reference: Whole plan 

Comment: Recommendation: 
The tone of the Plan must reflect 
a positive, constructive and 
viable economic outlook to 
utilisation. 

Comment noted. Minor changes 
have been made to 
acknowledge horticultural 
potential, to avoid any 
suggestion of a ‘negative’ tone 
(i.e. remaining neutral). 

Agreed with the changes 
recommended.  (Note the 
discussion recorded in the 
minutes.) 

26 Issue: Water policy / decision 
making  

Plan reference: N/A general 
comment regarding water 
management 

Comment: Recommendation 
that the Minister establishes a 
high level governance body with 
properly resourced powers and 
responsibilities similar to the 
Pastoral Lands Board to give 
strategic advice to the NTG 
Water Controller. The board 
should have meaningful 
Aboriginal traditional owner 
representation (e.g. Land 
Councils). 

Comment noted.  

No change to TTWAP is 
required. 

Agreed. DENR will raise issue with 
relevant officer responsible for 
water reform. 

27 Issue: Plan accessibility  

Plan reference: Whole Plan 

Comment: Information 
resources that communicate key 
concepts and content of the plan 
be made available in plain-

Recommendation: Comment is 
noted. No change to TTWAP is 
required. 

Action: Opportunities for 
resourcing information products 
should be sought were possible.  

Agreed 
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No. Feedback summary (DENR) DENR Recommendation / 
Response 

Resolution in WAC meeting 

language and visual format. This 
will support traditional owners 
and other community members 
to increase awareness and 
engagement with water issues 
and allocation in the Ti Tree 
region.  

 

3. Consultation report  

Robbie advised that the community engagement report would go to the Minister with the proposed WAP. The 
community engagement report is in three parts: what was done; feedback received; and response.  Each of 
these parts covers the three components of consultation: the Ti Tree Water Advisory Committee; the 
Anmatyerr Kwatj Advisory Committee (AKAC); and public consultation. 

While the response to submissions and eventual decisions have been discussed elsewhere, in this item the 
Committee is asked to consider whether the Consultation report gives a true and accurate reflection of what 
happened. The Committee was satisfied that this was the case. 

Resolution  

TTWAC endorses the community engagement report as an accurate representation of the consultation 
subject to incorporation of the committee’s recommendations in the Response to Submissions (Agenda 
item 2) 

ACTION 

It was agreed that TTWAC members could supply particular comments on the community engagement 
report within the next two weeks. 

4. Declaring the WAP 

Tim gave an overview of progress and the process to complete the Plan and presented the timeline in 
Attachment 1.  Once the WAP is declared this committee has essentially done its job.  The new plan 
recommends that a new committee tasked with implementation and review should be established.  
Membership could be the similar or different and could take into account new interests.  The anticipated 
number of meetings would be two per year and then about four in the review period (last 18 months).   

5. TTWAP Implementation   

Refer Appendix 1 for presentation.  Adrian Tomlinson advised that once the plan was gazetted licensing 
procedures such as trades and other decisions by the Controller could occur. Plan implementation involved a 
“project management” style activities plan to be implemented over the lifetime of the plan.  The plan proposes 
oversight arrangements, principally a new water advisory committee, continuation of the AKAC and a DENR 
internal project steering group.  The plan also sets down arrangements for monitoring and review.  The review 
is required to occur within 5 years.  Indicators of achievement at project and objective level are outlined in the 
plan.  Monitoring during the life of the plan will provide information to enable the level of achievement of 
these to be gauged.  

6. Feedback on WAC/WAP process 

It was agreed that this would happen out of session.  Members were invited to give feedback on the process 
and also pass on its advice to the new committee.  This was a chance highlight issues which would need a focus 
over the next five years. 

ACTION 

Members to give feedback on the WAC/WAP processes and procedures and any closing advice. 
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7. Closing matters 

Robbie thanked members for their time and effort in working with him on the plan and advised he will not be 
involved in implementation as he would not be working for DENR.  He noted that the implementation 
framework in particular was something he felt was a good addition to allocation plans and would bring about 
improved water management. 

Bill thanked everyone for their participation.  He had appreciated the learning opportunities gained by 
providing access to experts and members’ contributions.  Bill encouraged members to consider expressing 
interest to join the new advisory committee as the background they possessed would be highly useful. 

ACTION 

DENR to e-mail the final version of the WAP to WAC members as intended to be presented to the 
Minister. 

Summary of Actions 

Action Description Who  Outcome 

(a) Revisit WAP “key points” to be clear in how the WAP 
applies the NTWAPF and direct users to the 
important parts of the plan by cross referencing. 

DENR  

(b) TTWAC members could supply particular comments 
on the community engagement report within the 
next two weeks. 

TTWAC  

(c)  Members to give feedback on the WAC/WAP 
processes and procedures and any closing advice. 

TTWAC   

(d) DENR to e-mail the final version of the WAP to WAC 
members as intended to be presented to the 
Minister. 

DENR  

 
 
Next meeting: 

No further meetings as the Committee has completed its functions under the terms of reference. 

Meeting closed 3.30PM 
 
 
Appendix 

1. PowerPoint presentation (Item5)  
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1. PowerPoint presentation (Item5)  

Ti Tree Water Advisory Committee 

Plan implementation

Department of Environment and Natural Resources

25 June 2019

www.nt.gov.au

Implementation
1. Licence applications and renewals can be assessed

2. Decisions based on new ESY and reviewed against the 
plan

3. Principles for trade established

4. Project management approach 

o Actions in table 12 section 6.1 

o E.g. groundwater dependent ecosystems investigations

5. Adaptive management triggers 

www.nt.gov.au

Plan oversight 

1. Water Advisory Committee (implementation & review)

2. Anmatyerr Kwatj Advisory Committee (implementation and review)

3. DENR internal project steering group

www.nt.gov.au

www.nt.gov.au

Monitoring and review

1. Review within 5 years

2. Monitoring of the environment and activities 

3. Indicators of achievement 

• for each objective 

• for each activity 
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