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A Pleasant Change

This is a time of change in most parts of Australia. There is
still some rain about in the Top End. And the seas are warm
enolgh to generate one last cyclone. But the arrival of Rainbow
Bee-eaters from the south heralds the coming dry season.

Use the numbers to colour
the beautiful colours of
this elegant bird.

1 = orange
2 = black
3 = green
4 = blve

5 = yellow

The Rainbow Bee-eater 5psnd5
summer in the south but heads
north as winter approaches.

Bee-eaters aren't the only birds on the move. One of o :
the world's most amazing migrations is also happening. B E W L M H R

Two million sandpipers and other wading birds are

leaving Australia, on route to Siberia. They spent

summer at our wetlands but go northin April to breed.
It's an 1000 km trip.

This is one of the birds flyihg north. It's called

_ the Little Curlew but Darwin people know it by

: another hame. Rearrange the letters to

reveal the answen

You may see it on school ovals in Darwin in
October or November, 1t moves 1o the

# grassy plains of the Guif country when

K-
Sandpiper migration route **" ~ the big rains come in December.
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Welcome Easter Rain

a April days are glorious in Alice Springs. Air disturbances

over the Indian Ocean may bring some welcome Easter rain.

+4.. and itchy
grubs are on
the moye
ol

Sl
7 Butterflies breed...
There are lots of Eap&r White
butterflies in Alice in April.

You may see a procession of

them travelling overland.

All washed up

Lots of heart Urchin

.'::: g EiEd

Shells get washed up

it

L

onto Darwin beaches at
the end of the wet.

. I-::-Il‘l iy 1l
-,

On the run
Frawns spawn at sea

at this time of year.

* |n Brisbane Macadamia nuts are
falling to the ground.
» (Quolls are mating in the east and

North for the winter

Sun-loving Tree Martins are

south (but their northern cousins

wait until later in the year)
leaving the southern half

* Humpback Whales are moving up

of the continent in the west and east coasts... The

droves. Big numbers of
them pass through Alice in April,

Southern Right Whales are heading

from Antarctica to the Great
Australian Bight.

* Cuckoo-shrikes are crossing Bass

heading north for a holiday. You can

expect to see lots of them in

Darwin during the Dry. Strait to avoid the cold Tasmanian

winter




In the north the skies are filled with sroke as people burn the
speargrass. Black Kites circle overhead, looking for 2

varbecued lunch.
In the Centre the days are sunny but the nights are very cold.

EEDING SEA50M

. it's the breeding season for some

Honeyeaters are nesting.

i,

Dingoes are howling

They mate at this time of year
‘and howl a lot. The pups will
be.born © weeks later in
August or September.

f' -"_.-

Honeyeaters are

nesting in Central

Australia (most
other birds wait:
until ﬁ;?r"l'n_g}. _

The cuplike nests are \)
made of grass and

spider web.

Turkey Bush is flowering
Turkey Bush is flowering by
roadsldes in the Top End.

It has pink flowers covering the:
~ tips of the branches.

Follow this track
to Ayers Rock.

Follow this track to Ayers Rock, The

14 letters along the way spell the

name of another fiowering shrub.




Along the east coast, turtles lay

their eggs in summer. /— N
But Top End turtles wait until ”” TO MAKE THE CHOICE EASIER ™

June. To find out why... Cross out all 4 letter words
... You'll need to choose the containing B, H or L.

correct word from each group of
four along the turtle’s track.

’—W

0 hook
fhoy 1ond V1S 10 What, Then legs WO 0%

whe“ h ﬂ'lli g@‘i too shllf. When hﬂi 5‘1‘0“” hﬂ'ﬂ“‘
the sond setS WO hop ppo eqes should look.

&En_: hﬁﬂll hets tool moth, There \eds lmuﬂ cook,

I o 2y e
ANSWER:

On the North Coast in summer..

- * Schools of bluefin tuna are travelling down the west c:oa'ﬁt-.’j.
' ® |n the south winter has set In. Lambs are being born

 and you need to watch out for dive bombing magpies. |
* Cassowaries are laying egqs in northeast Queensland.

|-
|
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C OCTOBER - WOVEMBER >
"':"’==-_._I el 2 _____ﬁ

People often call termites ‘white ants’. But they’re not related. Termites
are more closely related to cockroaches than ants. Use this code to unravel

some differences between anis and termites. iy Ry

FGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVW}(YI
UTSRQPONMLKIJIHGFEDCEBA




‘COCTOBER - WOVEMBER

'Lu:li er 1i ime...

about in the Top End,

Why don’t you see frillies in the Dry?
You'll need a mirror to find out why.

-fipuot ni pnibid nsad sv'yadT
mon Ainw voy 1l .2991t horlind
ot bnuoin svom yart (991t visdt

Mnuit ardt to shiz 1addto ardt

Little bats
are breeding.

: {; * Honeybees are swarming. Its time to split up and establish nwhfwﬁ
Small insectivorous bats

" ® Huge numbers of Bogong Moths are fiying to the high country

] from northwest NSW. Theyl spend the summer in the Snowy

in November. . Mountains and Victorian Alps.

~» Along the coast, from NSW to the eastern end of the Bight,
migratory muttonbirds are getting ready to lay. Amazingly theyll

h

~ dllstart around 20 November and finish by 2 December. Theirsis
¥ ﬂ'_r:s-mg_sit pr;sdic_t}abla br‘ssdmgpattsm af_an_y Australian animal,

start producing young ones




_ DECEMBER - MAKCH _
G N S e

Heavy rains flood the Top End between
December and March. S '
- Aﬁthsmintumhihﬁ}dbwnthaﬁwbmak

their barks and flood the plairis,
Thﬂﬁﬂlmﬂwﬁmﬁ move upstream to
breed, Frogs become very active and nolsy.

Lots of waterbirds build nests.

Everywhere in the Top End, plants are
growing. Can you work out the numes of
these bush fruits that ripen in the Wet?

How to find the answers.
@ Colour any box that contalinsan F J, G, V. W, X or Z.

@ Track through the letter maze starting from the arrow.

Zici—|oH>00|=<
—ENDo>0D]—-
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String the letters together to make the names of these
bush fruits.
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I's very Centre in
Summer, but life
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Along the banks of the dry creeks, the River

Red Gums flower In December,
", Cicadas call noisily from the upper branches.

Caper Bushes flourish in the shade of the §

tree's spreading branches.

They have lots of yellow fruit in summer.

They look and taste like passionfruit.

(Geckoes are very common inside houses at night. You
often see sand Goannas on the roads. Unfortunately
many of them get squashed.

Wildlife ran.gérﬁ get many calls to remove snakes from

places where they're not wanted.

Young platypus appear in Queensland's coastal

BTk streams n January, 14 weeks after hatching.

Did you know that platypus have an extra sense?

i . esies
H' Spﬂclal nerve receptors in their soft muzzle

detect tiny discharges of electricity produced

by the animals’ muscles when they move.

This i the secret to the platypus’ great skill in

finding worms, tadpaoles, yabbies and insect

larvae moving in the mud or under stones.




BirdwordBirdwordBirdwordBirdword

These 13 Territorians move around with the seasons. Can rﬁu work
out their names? (A bird book with an index may be helpful)

1 (down)
1 {agmggj The Black
The Eed-kacked i 4 The Straw-nacked
is not so common in |} oo
is common in Alice in ~ Darwin in the wet. g ; disappears from
summer but not Darwin in the middle
winter, =, _ of the wet. 3

2 Ferforms G % 3. Seen on Darwin
spectacular . ovals in October
courtship il i and November.

flights in June.

& Large numbers pass
through Alice in April.

M |zaves Central
Australia in April but
returns in September,

111t lays
egas In May.

i

10 It dances on
© (across) ) the flood plains
The Whiskered in November,
visits AR | 7 The white-winged
the Alice Springs sewerage : doesn't
ponds in summer. ; like the cold. It spends
B summer in the south and
winter in the north.

& (down)

The Grey-tailed

? 5Pgndf: 2 The common .
the wet season on northern - =7 flies to

beaches but goes to Siberia=—- - - 4f = HG':’SH_GFH Australia from
in the dry. T Asia in the wet season.
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