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Message of thanks
On behalf of the Bushﬁres NT team I would like to pass on our gratitude to our Bushﬁres Council and
Regional Committee members, volunteers and their families for their hard work and willingness to support
ﬁre management across the Northern Territory this year.
Bushﬁres NT started 2020 with the deployment of staﬀ and volunteers to NSW to assist with their
catastrophic ﬁre conditions. The deployments came on the back of an extended 2019 Top End ﬁre season
following 2 poor wet seasons.
The teams in Batchelor and Winnellie looked forward to the completion of the new headquarters and
combining both teams into the one location. We also welcomed new staﬀ in the Alice Springs and
Katherine oﬃces, developed a 5 year Strategic Plan and planned to roll out a massive accredited training
program commencing in March. The future looked bright when suddenly COVID-19 appeared on the scene
and our plans were temporarily shelved as the borders closed.
The Royal Commission Inquiry into National Natural Disaster Arrangements was established in February
and Bushﬁres NT was required to provide a large amount of information in a short time frame. Of course
none of this stopped the inevitable Top End ﬁre season. We urgently sent out P2 face masks to our
volunteer brigades, developed new hygiene practices and suspended regional ﬁre management planning
due to internal border closures. Given the uncertainty around the possible impact of COVID-19 on the
availability of volunteer ﬁreﬁghters for the 2020 Top End ﬁre season, we employed 6 seasonal staﬀ
members to help with mitigation burns and ﬁre suppression. Another important component in the
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mitigation of the ﬁre risk and possible lack of volunteers was the decision to increase the extent of ﬁrebreak
compliance activities. Bushﬁres NT worked in conjunction with staﬀ from the Weed Management Branch
and undertook more than 6,500 property ﬁrebreak inspections. Three rounds of inspections were
conducted:
The ﬁrst round of inspections identiﬁed 87% of properties were compliant.
The second round of inspections identiﬁed signiﬁcant compliance improvement with 97% of
properties complying with the legislation.
Subsequent contact and negotiations with landowners led to their properties being compliant.
Overall, the Firebreak Program resulted in more than 99% of the 6,505 initially inspected being compliant.
Winnellie and Batchelor staﬀ relocated to the new headquarters in June and soon launched full steam
ahead into the ﬁre season. The Fire Danger Period and severe ﬁre weather commenced earlier than usual,
testing mitigation eﬀorts.
This year there were 26 declared Fire Ban periods, including a 7 day stretch from 26 July to 1 August and
again from 23 to 29 August (including Catastrophic Fire Danger on 27 August).
Approximately 470 wildﬁre events were managed by Bushﬁres NT including several signiﬁcant incidents
requiring intensive management and coordination of multi-agency and volunteer responses.
We are mindful that as the wet season commences in the Top End, Central Australia will be going into its
Fire Danger Period and preparations are well underway to ensure that we are ready to assist landowners
with extra vehicles and trucks sent down the track in the event they are required.
On behalf of Bushﬁres NT, I wish all of our volunteers, their families, Bushﬁres Council and Regional
Committee a safe Christmas and New Year and we all hope that this year for Christmas the rainfall extends
across the entire Northern Territory giving everyone a reprieve from the hot dry weather.
Collene Bremner
Executive Director

Bushﬁres Council Meeting

The 119th meeting of the Bushﬁres Council meeting was
held at the new Bushﬁres NT Headquarters at Acacia Hills
on 20 November 2020. This was the ﬁrst time the Council
met in 12 months, due to COVID-19.
Representatives from Alice Springs, Savanna, Arnhem and
Vernon Arafura Regional Bushﬁres Committee and other key
stakeholders attended the meeting to provide updates on
their relevant ﬁre risk and recent activities. The agenda
included a discussion on the Bushﬁres NT Volunteer
Strategy, the Bushﬁres NT Strategic Plan 2020-2025 and
consideration of several priority issues such as fuel load
management, staﬃng resources and ongoing engagement across the Territory.
The session featured several guest speakers from the Northern Territory Government, presenting on:
the development and implementation of the new Grass Fire Danger Rating System (as featured in the
attached image - Maggie Towers, Bushﬁres NT Senior Risk Planner)
the Gamba Fire Mitigation program
project update on the Wildﬁre Risk in Remote Communities: Identifying and Reducing Risk.
Newsworthy items from the meeting included:
Bushﬁre training opportunities across the NT to be oﬀered in the New Year.
000 is the number to ring for ﬁres so that the call is logged (and is part of the reporting process) and
transferred to the correct BFNT Incident Controller.
December is looking to be wetter than the average.
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The 2020 Top End Fire Season was declared a disaster event, due to the impact of extraordinary ﬁre
weather conditions.
The Executive Director Bushﬁres NT, Collene Bremner, took participants on a guided tour of the new
Bushﬁres NT facility which was well received by Council members.
The next meeting will be held in April 2021 and will be the ﬁnal meeting for this term. Interest from
potential new members is welcome. Bushﬁres NT will be advertising for Regional Committee and Council
members in February 2021.

Top End seasonal
operational support
oﬃcers
Thank you to this year’s Top End Seasonal
Operational Support Oﬃcers for all your hard
work.
These staﬀ members are a big asset to our
team, supporting volunteers and helping boost
our resources on the ground.

Welcome Kaysie to the Bushﬁres
NT, Katherine team
Originally from Queensland, Kaysie has lived in the
Territory for nearly a year. Kaysie has travelled
throughout Australia and lived in Queensland, New South
Wales, Victoria and now the Territory. Kaysie brings her
background of retail management and NTG Housing
experience with her. Apart from working in retail and
Government, Kaysie has worked across many beef/dairy
cattle farms and vegetable farms in Queensland, and
loves the great outdoors and isn’t scared to get her hands
dirty.
Kaysie is excited for her future in the Territory and all the
experiences awaiting her.

Left to right: Lachlan Zordon, Mike Weik, Bill McLeod, Brian Ballinger
and Dean McManamny

3D projector presentation
in Alice Springs
Fire management over hundreds of thousands
of square kilometres with small teams of
Rangers and Fire Management Oﬃcers has its
challenges in central Australia.

Kaysie Richards

A very useful suite of tools to assist in
managing a vast landscape is remote sensing in general the use of satellite imagery. Rohan
Fisher from Darwin Centre for Bushﬁre
Research at Charles Darwin University visited
Alice Springs in early November to present 3
sessions on some of the remote sensing ﬁre
products that he and his colleagues have been
working on. This included 3D savannah ﬁre
spread simulations, ﬁre risk maps based upon
accumulative rainfall and ﬁre intervals, some
additions to NAFI (North Australian Fire
Information website), includes a plugin to the
QGIS software, its an under development
mobile app with a higher resolution ﬁre scar
via Sentinel 2 imagery.
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The sessions were well received by staﬀ from
NT Parks and Wildlife, Central Land Council
and Bushﬁres NT, with much of the discussion
around the potential to adapt the ﬁre
simulations for ﬁre planning meetings and
community engagement in the arid zone.

Christmas cake made for champions
The Administrator of the Northern Territory, her Honour the
Honourable Vicki O’Halloran visited the HQ last month to
deliver a delicious Christmas cake prepared by Government
House Chef Brian, to thank everyone for their hard work this
year.

Left to right: Roni Opden, Kate Richardson, Myrene Lyle, Akshy Athukorala, Jake
Pokomy, Krissy Riley, Lee Humphris, Collene Bremner, Angus Farlam, the
Administrator, Michael Carter, Andrew Turner, Sandy Paterson and Brittney Burton

Old tree roundabout removed
After many years of driving around the old tree stump in
Alice Springs a contractor was brought in to remove it.

Ray Nicholls oﬃcially
retires
It’s oﬃcial. Ray Nicholls of the Cox Peninsula
brigade has hung up his hat (helmet) and
handed back his iPad.

Staﬀ, including Tom and Shane from the Alice Springs
oﬃce, had tried removing it by cutting the stump oﬀ at
ground level. When this didn’t work, it was time to bring
in the big guns.
Even the contractor underestimated the density and
hardness of that tree. About an hour of grinding and
further chainsaw work was needed.
Hopefully in the not too distant future the car park at
3 Elder Street will be resealed.

Bushﬁres NT will be forever grateful for his
enormous contribution and will truly miss his
cuddles.
Thanks Ray for everything you have done.

Left to right: Collene Bremner, Ray Nicholls, Lee Humphris and Josh
Fischer
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Santa run!
Bushﬁres NT had the pleasure of working with
Santa this week handing out presents to more
than 50 Girraween preschool students.

Tennant Creek recruitment
Thank you to the Sporties Club in Tennant Creek for their
strong support of the Tennant Creek brigade recruitment
drive.

It was Santa’s (John Parsons), 81st birthday on
the same day.
Happy Birthday John, and thank you for
putting a smile on all the childrens faces.

John Parsons and Michael Carter

Sporties Club Manager and Licensee

New Bushﬁres Information Manager
Akshy started with BFNT on 16 November 2020. He will be looking after
the Bushﬁres Emergency Management System (BEMS), working through
supporting volunteers and staﬀ with troubleshooting and navigation issues,
continuous system improvement and facilitating BEMS trainings sessions. In
addition, he will be working in other areas such as Public Information
and Warning messages, Fire Danger Rating System, and Integrating BEMS
with other Enterprise Mapping Systems.
Akshy comes with emergency preparedness, response and recovery
experience, mostly with Red Cross nationally and internationally. Akshy was
involved in the 2019 Victoria bushﬁre response, 2019 Cyclone Trevor
response and 2018 Townsville Flood response with Red Cross in an IMT
capacity.
Maggie Towers is the new Senior Risk Planner with BFNT and we wish her all the best in her new role.
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Edna Estelle Rose O’Hehir 1937 to 2020
Edna O’Hehir was one of the most beautiful ladies to have ever blessed the Berry Springs brigade and community.
She was the brightest of lights and one of the brigade’s longest and dearest members.
A heartfelt service in celebration of her life was held on 4 November 2020 with the brigade presenting the family
with a Bushﬁres NT Volunteers Long and Meritorious Service Medal in appreciation of Edna’s admirable service.
Well done Edna and may you rest in peace.

VOYA
The NT Volunteer of the Year Awards (VOYA) highlights exemplary volunteer work and recognises the outstanding
contribution of NT volunteers, volunteer involving organisations, corporate volunteering programs and volunteer
managers who make an invaluable contribution to our communities.
Bushﬁres NT are extremely proud of our award nominees and very lucky to work with such inspirational people
who willingly give back to their communities.
Congratulations to Amanda Houston for her Excellence in Volunteer Management for central Australia.
Excellence indeed Amanda!
Our award nominees were:
Volunteer Team of the Year – Berry Springs Brigade
Lifetime Contribution to Volunteering – Max Kennon, Livingstone
Emergency Service Volunteer – Therese Balanzategui, Labasheeda Park
Excellence in Volunteer Management – Sue Jones, Milne
Excellence in Volunteer Management – Amanda Houston, Alice Springs
Excellence in Volunteer Management – Marissa McGrath, Tennant Creek
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Certiﬁcates of Appreciation were
presented to:
Adrian Phillips
Bede Skewes
Ben Hardwick
Bill Grant
Bradford Davis
Brendon Flynn
Brett Gill
Chantal Fischer
Cherie Nichols
Cherie Steward
Cheyenne Steward
Cindy Holden
Courtney Mabey
Donna Tinkler

Gary Kohlman
Haiden Delaney Phillips
Ian McIntosh
Kevin Bates
Kim Fox
Liam Craighead
Melanie Ledingham
Michelle Rawes
Patrick Ryan
Ralph Dein
Pam Wanrooy
• Doug Chalmers
• Douglas Barden

Congratulations to all the
winners and nominees; with
special thanks to all Bushﬁres
NT volunteers for your selﬂess
determination to make a
diﬀerence.

Amanda Houston, Alice Springs

Top End Bushﬁres NT nominees
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Above and Beyond
On Saturday 28 December, Bushﬁres NT and the Berry Springs brigade recognised members for their
exceptional eﬀorts throughout 2020. Despite the unusualness of the year, these members have gone above
and beyond, continuing to work together and give it their all. Thank you to the following members for your
ongoing support and determination:
Collette Greaves
Rachel Baldock
Douglas Barden
Richard Baldock
Lachlan Caig
Kattie Risk
Chantal Fischer
Cindy Holden
Thank you!

8/16

NSW Citations
Gratitude on behalf of the NSW Premier was recently presented to the following volunteers and staﬀ for their
contribution and service to the NSW 2019-2020 emergency response earlier this year:
George Low, Berry Springs
David O’Riordan, Berry Springs
Ross Purcell, Berry Springs
Scott Gibson, Lambells Lagoon
Pam Whitton, Lambells Lagoon
Dean Mcmanamny, Livingstone
Ian Tibbits, Milne
Susan Jones, Milne
Jake Pokorny, Elizabeth Valley
Kim Fox, Acacia Hills
Michael Carter, BFNT
Angus Farlam, BFNT
Conan Williams, BFNT
Troy Munckton, BFNT
Rhys Swain, BFNT
Nathaniel Staniford, BFNT
Lee Humphris, BFNT

Simon Casey, Alice Springs
Ryan Casey, Alice Springs
Blake Debney, Alice Springs
Mitchell Uzzell, Alice Springs
Jacob Skipsy, Alice Springs
Keven Stout, Tennant Creek
Rohan Moore, Katherine
John O’Brien, Katherine
Simon Patterson, Katherine
Rod Usher, Katherine
Cherie Nichols, Cox Peninsula
Cherie Steward, Darwin River
Karen Percival, Darwin River
Collette Greaves, Berry Springs

Well done everyone, you did us proud!
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Volunteer Appreciation
Each year Bushﬁres NT ﬁnish oﬀ the year with thank you events across the Territory to recognise and
celebrate the work of our volunteers. It’s been a long year and they have worked hard with lots to be
celebrated. This year’s celebrations included certiﬁcates of appreciations, certiﬁcates of excellence, NSW
Premier Citations, volunteers long and meritorious service medals and birthday cheers.
Thank you to all our volunteers for your ongoing support and dedication throughout the year.
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Well done to the following
brigades for their 2020
perpetual award wins:

Senior Volunteer of the Year
nomination

Best Planning – Dundee and Milne
Best Mitigation – Point Stuart
Best Community Engagement – Berry
Springs
Most Progressive – Marrakai

Congratulations to Bev Shuker of our Darwin River
brigade who was a ﬁnalist in this year’s NT Australian
of the Year Awards. Well done Bev on the
inspirational achievement.

Front gate signage
You can now order your Front Gate Signage through the
Milne Volunteer Bushﬁre Brigade for
$35.00 each (cash only). This service is provided via the NT
Bushﬁre Volunteer Association.
You can have your Section Number, Lot Number, and
Surname only (optional).
Orders take between 2 to 3 weeks for Delivery.
Contact Sue Jones on 0437 716 961 for more information.
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Scones to say thanks
Kristy Clarke of the Top End was extremely grateful to still have a house this year thanks to the work
of Bushﬁres NT.
Job well done guys and thank you Kristy for the gratitude and tasty treat.

Community Beneﬁt Grant
We are so happy the Darwin River
Volunteer Brigade has been successful in
winning a Community Beneﬁt Grant to build
a new 5 bay shed to garage, protect and
keep safe our vehicles and machinery. Work
will commence as soon as the grant monies
arrive and depending on the wet should be
ﬁnished by mid year.
Our volunteers and community are very
happy about this build and we thank the
Northern Territory Government for granting
us this opportunity to expand our service to
the Community.
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Labasheeda Leadership
On 14 -15 November 2020, the Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience (AIDR) held a 2 day Volunteer
Leadership Program at Lee Point Resort Darwin. 16 volunteers from numerous groups including Red Cross,
Saint John’s Ambulance, Bushﬁres NT (Terry and Therese from Labasheeda Park VBB), and NTFRS were in
attendance.
Volunteers discussed and improved on their knowledge around volunteer leadership. Some of the topics
were the types of leadership styles (how we use them and adapt to individual styles), personal resilience,
decision making, and change management.
The training was well received by all and we recommend this course to other volunteers in leadership roles.
For further training AIDR have advised they will be releasing the 2021 schedule soon, and we will be
returning the program to Darwin. Information will be made available here: www.aidr.org.au/vlp
If anybody is interested in this free training or would like more information on this training, please feel free
to contact Greg Taylor – greg.taylor@aidr.org.au

Long and metitorious
Bushﬁres NT each year is honoured to present Volunteers Long and Meritorious Service Medals to
members for their provision of a long and meritorious service to our organisation and community.
Thank you to this years recipients for their years of service. Your contribution and support has gone a long
long way.
Edna O’Hehir, Berry Springs
Mithcell Uzzell, Alice Springs
Amanda Houston, Alice Springs
Kenneth Wright, Katherine
Denis Hannah, Katherine
Brett Shuker, Darwin River
Lee Shuker, Darwin River
Jason Shuker, Darwin River
Brian Ballinger, Darwin River
Thank you!
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When ﬁshing doesn't
go to plan
While in Darwin recently, Keven Stout
from our Tennant Creek brigade recently
headed out on the water to catch a big
one.

Happy birthday again to Bev Shuker
of Darwin River and Ray Nicholls of
Cox Peninsula brigades

Unfortunately the ﬁsh and tide were not
on his side leaving him crawling through
the mud empty handed to get back to
shore.
Better luck next time Kev.
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Training update
As the year draws to an end the BFNT Training
Unit was able to schedule in some last minute
courses for the year.
On 5-6 December 2020, we saw 16 participants
complete their FF1. We were all holding our
breaths for the weather to hold out for us, which it
did for the most part. A great weekend was had by
all, and I would like to thank all participants and all
trainers and the assessor both new and old.
The next Darwin course at the BF NT HQ is 19-20 December. We still have some vacancies, if you would like
to attend please email Training.BushﬁresNT@nt.gov.au
BFNT is building on its pool of TAE40116 accredited trainers, both with staﬀ and volunteers. And
when opportunities arise, we will be able to oﬀer this to our volunteers.
As we move forward with training, we will see it evolve and become a suite of training packages that we will be
able to oﬀer our volunteers. This will include both nationally accredited training and organisational training and
will comprise of both “face-to-face” and online training.
These are truly exciting times ahead!
We would like to thank all of our volunteers, staﬀ and their families for their ongoing time and commitment to
Bushﬁres NT and wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year.
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nt.gov.au/bushfires
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