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STATEMENT OF REASONS 

Section 69(1)(a) of the Environment Protection Act 2019 (EP Act) 

Chief Executive Officer of the NT Department of 

Environmental approval holder Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics (DIPL)

ABN 84 085 734 992 

Environmental approval holder 
DI PL-0001 

reference number 

Environmental approval 

number 

Action 

Material considered 

Decision 

REASONS 

EP2021/007 - 001 

Paru Road Upgrade - Upgrade sections of Paru Road from

gravel to bitumen on Melville Island, NT Portion 1644, 

approximately 80 km northeast of Darwin. 

NT EPA advice received on 10 June 2022 

• Assessment Report 9 5

• A draft environmental approval setting out conditions

recommended to apply.

In accordance with sections 69(1)(a) and 82(4)(a) of the EP Act, 

I accept the draft environmental approval, adopt the 

proposed conditions of the NT EPA and grant the approval. 

This statement of reasons has been prepared in accordance with sections 82(3) and 82(4) of the 

EP Act. 

Nature of the action 

The Action was referred by the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics (DI PL) 

pursuant to section 48 of the EP Act. The Action is to upgrade sections of the existing Paru 

Road on Melville Island including construction of one single span bridge, land clearing for road 

alignments and gravel extraction, and progressive rehabilitation of gravel pits and 

decommissioned roads. 

Scale of the action 

The Action will be on NT Portion 1644, freehold Aboriginal Land held by the Tiwi Aboriginal 

Land Trust. The Action footprint has been selected to avoid sensitive vegetation and threatened 

species occurrences. The Action will be constructed in the dry season over two years and has a 

disturbance area of less than 66 hectares of native vegetation. 

Objects of the EP Act 

I have had regard to the objects of the EP Act. I note in particular that through the 

environmental impact assessment of the action and the granting of the environmental approval, 

significant adverse impacts on the Territory environment are likely to be avoided and the 

protection and management of the Territory environment have been promoted. I also note the 
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